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As we go to press, there is still a limited quantity of the E 
1960 edition of the Toc H Diary available at 4s. 3d. each, &l 
or fitted with pencil 4s. 9d. (both kinds post free). !f you Eil 
have not yet had your copy please order without delay EH 
direct from Toc H Publications Dept. ml 
‘Focus on Toc H zi 

Details of the photographic competition open to all EL 
Journal readers are printed together with an Entry Form Ей 


at the back of this number. This issue also contains а 
helpful article on flash photography by Mr. K. O. J. Lawley 
of Ilford Limited. In addition to the prizes listed, valuable 
Photographic Gift Vouchers are offered for the best pic- 
tures received. The closing date is March 7, but entries 
should be sent in as soon as possible. 


Venice іп February 
GRAB {a Toc H member would say ‘please order’) 
ME (being quite, quite, selfish for once in a while) 
A (опе ticket would do, but bring someone with you) 
GONDOLA (too slow : you will want something faster to 
get to the SCALA THEATRE, London, in time for Tuesday, 
February 16.) 


Tickets for the special performance by the STOCK 
EXCHANGE DRAMATIC AND OPERATIC SOCIETY in 
aid of the new MARK 111 may be had from KEN ROGERS, 
Bursar, 47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 


Index 


The Index for Volume XXXVII is now being printed 
Readers wishing to obtain copies are invited to send a 
stamped, addressed envelope (2d.) to the Editorial Office. 


Ourselves 

The Toc H Journal is published monthly eleven times 
a year. The April issue is a double number and there 
is no August number. A subscription can commence 
with any issue and costs only 9s. for a complete year. 
N.B.—A price concession to 75. 6d. per dozen, post free, 
is made to all Branches ordering a minimum of one 
dozen copies. 
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Tower Hill © LAST MONTH THE LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL 
P / and the City of London Corporation con- 
recinct sidered a large-scale redevelopment scheme 
covering fifty acres around the Tower of London which owes a 
great deal to the pioneer work of the Tower Hill Improvement 
Trust. The area has historical associations that stretch back to 
the days of the Roman occupation. and includes All Hallows 
Church, the Port of London Authority building, Trinity House, 
The Mint and the new Toc H Headquarters. The plan aims at re- 
routing Lower Thames Street. steering it in a broad sweep north 
of the Tower to link-up with East Smithfield. This will leave the 
whole area around the Tower as a pedestrian precinct with a 
leafy boulevard and a concourse running from Trinity Square 
down to the river. Some of the commercial possibilities of the site 
have been deliberately sacrificed in order to create a worthy set- 
ting for both the Tower and АІ Hallows. 


Бүл қ А. EIGHT YEARS HAVE GONE BY SINCE А HANDFUL 
Birmingnam’s of Birmingham members, concerned about 
Bridgehead preventing deliquency among young working 
lads in their city, decided to do something practical about it. 
After many initial setbacks, “The Bridgehead". a residential home 
run on similar lines to a Toc H Mark, was the result. Of its 
present twenty residents, seven are in the care of local authority 
Children’s Departments, three are boys placed оп probation 
before entering the House, one is on licence from an Approved 
School. Four boys are from broken homes and there are two 
who have not enjoyed the advantages of a permanent home for 
many years. There have been some striking examples of the effect 
of affection and securily on the lives and outlook of the lads. At 
a time when it has become fashionable for many adolescents to 
have prolonged periods of unemplovment, with frequent changes 
of johs, it is noteworthy that during the past fourteen months only 
a total of twenty-one working days have been lost by all the resi- 
dents through employment difficulties. 
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"WE HOPE YOU'LL SLEEP TIGHT" SAID THE 
Manchester Marksmen of Mark XIV. Salford. when JACK 
Bricklayers  Ci,nk, Houses Secretary. left them a few 
weeks ago to stay the night at the neighbouring Mark ІУ. Man- 
chester. He did. On waking the following morning it was dis- 
covered that the front door of Mark IV had been completely 
blocked by a brick wall, eight fect high and four feet wide. What 
the postman said when he arrived with the mail is another matter. 
The culprits from Mark XIV. who were beaten at soccer 7—0 by 
Mark IV the previous week, had planned the job wcll. They carted 
the bricks by van, mixing sand and cement with water from an 
outside tap betwen 1 a.m. and 5 a.m. and used rubber gloves 
as trowels to reduce noise. “Our biggest fear was patrolling 
policemen. We had to hide in the shrubbery several times" said 
one of the six raiding Marksmen. 


Sch THE INVITATION MADE IN NOVEMBER TO BOYS 
chools at schools affiliated to Toc H to scnd a Christ- 

Remember mas parcel to a homeless and ‘unremembered’ 
lad in a Borstal institute met with a fine response. Forty schools 
between them packed and despatched just over three hundred 
parcels containing fruit, cake, chocolate. cigarettes together with 
a note of Christmas greeting. Names and addresses were furnished 
by the Central After-Care Association and in some cases the 
parcels were delivered by the boys themselves. who were thus able 
to gain their own first-hand impressions of the work being carried 
on by Borstal Institutions. 


A з "SINCE DECEMBER TEN, THE ADDRESS OF THE 
Sawbones’ Rev, and Mrs. Н. F. Sawbridge and family 
Moves HOUSE has been: Byne House, Church Street, War- 
minster, Wilts."—extract from ғай) News Sheet. Reg Smith, 
East Anglian Arca Secretary writes, "We may have to forget to 
write "The Old Vicarage, Corsham' on our envelopes, but the mere 
mention of "The Old Vic' will bring memories flooding back of 
happy times spent in what was often called "The Sawbridge 
Arms'." It is surely truc to say that for many who did not know 
‘The Old House’ in Poperinge it was through 'Sawbones' and his 
wife, Margaret, at "The Old Vic' that we came to understand 
just what the birthplace of Toc H had meant to those who knew it 
in the early days. . . . Now we must get used to writing 'Byne 
House, Church Street, Warminster, Wilts.' on those envelopes. 
knowing that it will be as true of there, as of "The Old Vic' and 
"The Old House' of which Leonard Browne wrote, 'The spirit of 
laughter and prayer filled the house, and the innkeeper showed to 
his guests the qualities of the Friend and Lord of the House’. 
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The Night | Slipped 


JOHN CALLF 


URING THE LAST WAR, Reading played host to 
D countless Servicemen from all parts of the world 
and I spent the first winter of the war helping to start the Toc H 
Services Club there. One February night very close to Opening 
Day five of us were busy scrubbing floors, laying odd scraps of 
linoleum and making all the little final touches necessary before 
the Club could open. It was well past eleven o'clock before we 
decided to call it a day and, switching off the lights, we made for 
the front door. The first man out of the door did a slither and 
sat down on the pavement with a wallop. When we went to 
help him we too landed on our backs. Something very odd 
was going on. 


When we had come into the Club earlier that evening there 
had been cold drizzling rain. Apparently since then the tem- 
perature had dropped swiftly by some twenty degrees and now 
everything was cased in hard black ice. That night roosting 
birds were frozen to their perches. It was black-out, of course, 
and to make matters worse a thick clammy fog had come 
down. There was not a soul to be seen, not a sound of any des- 
cription, not even a hoot from the distant railway yards. Whilst 
we had been busy had the rest of the world accepted Hitler’s 
reported ultimatum of twenty-four hours to clear out? 


Frictionless state 


Plainly we were all going to have trouble getting home that 
night and as our paths lay in different directions we wished one 
another luck, and shuffled off into the slippery, silent darkness. 
In school physics I had heard about the frictionless state. 
This was it, and weird it felt. To walk normally was out of 
the question: the best I could do was to waddle along. like a 
tipsy penguin. in a series of six-inch shuflles. 


Frequently I paused. bobbing forwards and backwards to 
preserve my balance, but even so falls were inevitable and 
frequent. The great thing was to fall forwards gracefully and 
not backwards which was very ungraceful and painful to the 
wrists. I was young and healthy, I had all night in front of 
me, and I was prepared to enjoy the funny side of this fantastic 
situation. By the time I had progressed half-a-mile, gravity— 
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in all its senses—was forgotten and I was giggling to myself 
like an idiot. 

The hump-backed Caversham Bridge was a special problem. 
I did the first half up to the crown of the bridge mainly by 
hanging on to the parapet whenever my legs shot away from 
underneath me. The second half was jolly; I squatted on my 
haunches and did a brisk little bobsleigh run, using my hands 
as paddles. 


Greatest challenge 


Now came the greatest challenge of all, for my lodgings were 
on Caversham Heights. Hitherto that word heights had 
seemed a flattering way to describe a slight eminence overlook- 
ing the river, but on this strange night it had a positively Hima- 
layan significance. The road І had to climb was a fairly short 
but very sharp hill, the sort of thing a car would take in 
second gear, and as I stood perplexed at the bottom Т knew it 
would be as stiff a problem as any glacier. I wore only 
light leather-soled shoes and as I shuffled gingerly up the 
centre of the roadway I hoped for just enough roughness in the 
surface to hold me. There wasn't. 


That same hard black ice covered everything and when 
І had gone only a couple of yards my feet shot out behind 
me and on all fours I slid back to my starting line. I started 
up again, this time on all fours, hoping that my gloved hands 
would give a little extra hold, but still it was precarious pro- 
gress. I wondered what my pre-war Himalayan heroes, 
Mallory and Smythe, would have made of it. Would they 
have tackled the Rongbuk Glacier at midnight in a thick fog? 


As I inched my way up the hill I heard for the first time 
since Jeaving the Club the sound of another human being. 
Someone else was higher up on the hill, trying to make the 
same ascent as me. From the sounds he made I could tell 
that he had one great advantage over me—boots. It sounded 
as though he even had iron tips, judging from the noise he 
made in digging in at each step he took. Presently I heard a 
different sound from his direction. First a scuffle, then an 
oath, and then the growing sound of my unknown fellow- 
traveller sliding faster and faster down the hill towards me. 


I admit that my first impulse was to laugh, but alarm soon 
followed when it occurred to me that I stood a very good 
chance of being swept down the hill with him. I braced myself 
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for the collision. but to my relief he shot past me very close to 
the port side. J had a momentary glimpse of him as he passed 
me, on all fours, rigid, resigned and mute. Back at the bottom 
of the hill he was far from mute. 

By now I realised that the middle of the road was no place 
for me. True I was no longer in danger from human avalanches 
from above, but I had no wish to become an avalanche myself. 
Leaning on my left side I did a cautious traverse to the right 
as far as the gutter. There the conditions were slightly better. 
The angle of the kerb gave a little extra purchase and the 
surface was slightly rougher, but not rough enough to pre- 
vent me slipping back a yard or two every now and again. 


Better idea 


Soon I had a still better idea and crawling across the pave- 
ment I grasped the rails of a garden fence and pulled myself up 
the hill. It was very slow going, for my feet were more handi- 
cap than help. The pavement sloped appreciably towards the 
gutter and that was the direction my feet continually chose to 
take, leaving me clinging hard to the top of the fence. How- 
ever, | soon got into the rhythm of this hand-over-hand pro- 
gress and my rate of ascent was slow but steady. This, alas. 
led to over-confidence, and there came a moment when I had 
let eo with my left hand before my right hand had caught on 
to anything. 

In a flash І was flat on my face. slithering off the pavement 
into the gutter and down the hill, cursing the householder 
who had left his front gate wide open. By digging in with 
fingers, elbows and heels I managed to pull up without too 
much loss of altitude, but 1 was much more cautious when I 
regained the fence and resumed my hand-over-hand progress. 


It was about this time that my unknown fellow-traveller 
overtook me. He was using the gutter technique this time, and 
with the advantage of his boots he soon passed by me into the 
darkness, going strongly for the top. 

Presently I heard the sound I had heard once before that 
night—the scuffle as he lost his footing and started on another 
downward slide. Once again he sailed past оп all fours, rigid. 


Suddenly from down below in the foggy dark I heard an 
appalling metallic clang, followed an instant later by the thud 
of a body hitting the ground. The poor fellow had crashed 
backwards into a lamp-post and it was no longer a laughing 
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matter. І sat on my behind and slid down towards the lamp- 
post, afraid of what I might find. 


Г To my great relief he was moving, and when I asked him 
if he was all right he answered in a shaky voice that he thought 
he was. І sat with him in the gutter whilst he felt himself over 
and satisfied himself that there were no bones broken. I 
urged him to try my own slow but sure method along the 
garden fences, but this knock had been too much for him and 
telling me that he knew of another and easier way up the 
Heights he wished me luck and slid out of my life on the seat 
of his trousers. 


That was the last real incident of the night. I resumed my 
garden fence technique and eventually reached the top of the 
hill, weak from exertion and from laughter, soaked in per- 
Spiration. I teetered the last level part of the way to my 
lodgings and was profoundly thankful when at last I dropped 
into bed. 


I have seen that little hill often since in daylight and in 
ordinary weather, and І find it quite strange to realise that all 
this truly did happen to me in Reading. in the first winter of the 
war, on the night of the Black Frost. 


THE 


BERKELEY -ELECTRICAL 
ENGINEERING CO. LID. 


VINCENT HOUSE, 
VINCENT SQUARE, 
LONDON, S.W.1 


PHONE: VIC 8051-5 


ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS AND 
CONTRACTORS, SPECIALISTS 
IN ALL TYPES OF ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATIONS 


THE NIGHT I SLIPPED 1 


Going Places, 1960 


PARTIES TO POPERINGE, 
BELGIUM AND HOLLAND 


nue DATES so far booked for party visits are given below. 

and members who wish to join a party should write to 

the person whose name and address is given. Those who propose 

staying at the Old House independently should make sure of 

reserving accommodation by writing to the Old House Secretary, 
Toc Н Headquarters, 47 Francis Street. London. S.W.1. 


April 14-19 ... Easter week-end. Mixed party led by Miss E1.sa 
Perrin. Enquiries to LesLie GOSDEN, Toc Н 
Headquarters. 47 Francis Street. London, S.W.1. 


May 13-16 .. Mixed party for younger members led by Rav 
Fanes and BRIAN KINGSLEY-Davies. Enquiries 
to Brian Kingsley-Davies. 42 Trinity Square, 
London, E.C.3. 


June 4-7 .. Whitsun party for Marksmen. Enquiries to 
J. Н. Crark. Toc Н Headquarters, 47 Francis 
Strect, London, S.W.l. 


June 13-20 ... Overseas members. Enquiries to the Overseas 
Secretary. Toc Н Headquarters, 47 Francis 
Street, London, S.W.1. 


June 25-July 2 Mixed party. based on Bruges with tours to 
Brussels and Antwerp and two days at the Old 
House. Write to Е. С. Снввууокти, Editorial 
Office. Toc Н H.Q., 47 Francis Street. London. 
S.W.1. 


July 17-24 Mixed party, including two days in the Ardennes. 
Enquiries to Mrs. Louie Carter, 109 Chester 
Avenue, Luton, Bedfordshire. 


August 9-13 ... WINANT VOLUNTEERS. 


August 13-27 Mixed party, eight days visit (о Valkenburg in 
the “Dutch Alps’ followed by optional five days 
in Bruges and two days at the Old House. Details 
from Е. С. Сневууовтн, Editorial Office, Toc Н 
Headquarters, 47 Francis Street, London, S.W.I. 


August 27- Hereford Branch mixed party. Others welcomed 
September 3 if there is room. Enquiries to RALPH SANDERS, 
10 St. Paul Road, Tupsley, Hereford. 
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GEOFF MARTIN 
UNITY MAKES ITS MARK 


HS is some morc recent news of the Unity group 

in Cape Town. It is part of a report wrilten in 
The Compass by Ossi: JosrEPH, the Area Secretary for the 
Western Province. 


The Western Province's first Coloured Group has made steady 
progress sincc its inception last November, School holidays are in- 
clined to interrupt meetings. for teachers and students comprise a third 
of their strength. The enthusiasm. however, is not affected and recently 
the unit has taken under its wing the victims of two tragedies. The one 
is a man who lost his wife and all his children when his slum dwelling q 
was razed to the ground by fire. He was visited in hospital and on 
his discharge Unity Group fitted him out with clothes and are trying 
generally to rehabilitate him. The other case is of a women left help- 
less with seven children when her husband was murdered. Herc again 
the unit secs a job of personal service. 


The two youngest members visited Johannesburg and Durban with 
a party of fellow students in July and were impressed by the hospitality 
they recetved from Toc H in these centres. The highlight of the tour 
was obviously the visit to Botha's Hill. Franklin and Gus cannot 
find words to express their admiration for the work of the Toc H 
TB Settlement for Africans there. The call which they made on the 
Durban City Branch of Toc H was repaid by Durban's chairman. 
Jumbo Schofield, when. during a brief stay in Cape Town on business, 
he was a guest speaker at Unity Group on August 17. 


Here in the Cape. Unity have during the last few months been the 
guests of three of the other units and have been visited by a fourth. 


“GO EAST OLD MAN” 


І seem to remember that this is the title of a very enjoyable 
book by VERNON BARTLETT. Lately quite a number of people 
who have taken his advice have linked up with Toc H either 
in Kowloon or Kuala Lumpur or the Naval Base in Singapore 
or Singapore Branch itself. The Toc H post-war bridgehead 
in the Far East is expanding and growing stronger. Take Kow- 
loon, for instance, as seen from Francis Street. For a long 
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time MicHAEL CHENEY and LES MILLINGTON seem to have 
held the small group together. battling on without making much 
headway. Then. a few weeks ago. Bob Simmons gol a lift 
to Hong Kong from Singapore to lend a hand for ten days. 
The visit obviously gave things a great fillip—guest-nights, 
personal contacts. training talks. the lot. At the same time 
Peter MaLLET. an Army Chaplain and a friend of Padre 
KENNETH OLIVER, threw in his lot with the group: Larry Holt- 
Kentwell transferred himself there from Kampala. Among 


xn 
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Catherine Wharton's Christening at Talbot House. Singapore, 16.8.59 (1. fo г.) 
David Wharton, Mrs. Jean Wharton, Padre Ken Oliver, Catherine, Mrs. Guinanne 


other recent arrivals were LES Harrison from West Drayton 
& Yiewsley Branch. Dr. Jonn BurGess from McDonald 
Branch, Victoria, and ERNEST FISHER. formerly of Durham 
University Branch. 


Then there is the extraordinary little mixed group at the 
Naval Base on the north side of Singapore. In terms of mem- 
bership it has always been minute, but blessed with innumer- 
able friends. Periodically the key husbands and wives are 
posted back to the U.K. and it looks as though it is the end of 
this gallant venture. But is it? No! 


Someone gets wafted in from somewhere, and on they go 
again. When Вов Simmons returned from his trip to Hong 
Kong he looked in at the Naval Base to see how they were 
getting on and found eighteen people at the meeting. which is 
really terrific on our “Lone Unit” standards. 
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Front Row (l. fo г.) Pat Leong. 
Ken. Oliver, Nancy Bransome, Charles Clark. Back. Row 
Vernon Rogers, Ken Fish, John Wilmott. David Whartun 
(hidden), Ron 15 David Weston, Maurice Piercy, Raphael Seow, Francis Chan. 


But perhaps the greatest proof of progress (and, let's acknow- 
ledge it, of Bob's enthusiasm and energy) is the Malaya train- 
ing week-end held at Blakang Mati in October. This is the 
first time for many years, probably since the war, that such a 
thing has been possible. so by and large. the news this month is 
heartening. 


Key that Turned 


RONALD H. HARRISON 


i| ies OLD ProprLE's REST Room. a Тос Н project 
ШІ which came into being as a direct result of the 
Keynotes Conference at Haywards Heath. has reached fruition. 
and is now in daily use by the old folk of Bognor Regis. 

The two-storey premises. formerly a rag and bone man's 
stores, were purchased and beautifully renovated by Mr. Leslie 
Jull, a local business man who has the welfare of the old folk 
at heart. and the equipping and running of the rest room was 
entrusted to the Bognor Regis Branch of Toc H. who will also 
use the premises as their new headquarters. 


FAR CRY n 


In the words of their Chairman. the Branch was “really 
rocketed” into this task. for Mr. Jull is a man of action, and 
they were at first somewhat overawed by the magnitude of the 
job before them. The equipping of the rooms would cost about 
£700, and the opening date was only seven weeks off. 


Hog Regis Observer 


The Old Folks Rest Room at Bognor Regis 


Nevertheless. the money was raised, the rooms were fully 
furnished and equipped. and were opened on the appointed 
date, thanks largely to the enormous amount of goodwill 
and generosity shown by other organisations and by local 
people. At the time of the opening, about £500 had been 
raised in cash, a 21-inch TV set had been presented by ап 
anonymous donor, a VHF radio set from a local trader. a 
year's supply of tea and sugar from a Youth Club, and daily 
papers from a Sports Club. There were countless other gifts. 
including a supply of weekly magazines, flowers, and touch- 
ing donations from children and old people. 

The Rest Room will be staffed by men and women Toc H 
members from Bognor Regis, Felpham, and Middleton, 
together with their friends. 

Apart from the feeling of achievement in this matter, the 
Branch have learned a very powerful lesson in the accomplish- 
ment of this task, and this is that if a job is big, and is worth 
doing. there will always be found enough people of goodwill to 
lend a hand, and thus ensure its fulfilment. 
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WAY OUT - WEIGH IN 


st UR BRANCH is thriving—just because it is 
healthily dissatisfied! " A remarkable Branch 
Padre is remembered for saying that. Of what Branches could 
it be said to-day thal they are nor thriving because they are 
unhealthily satisfied? If pride is coming before a fall. the say- 
ing might be recalled that one of the Objects of Toc H to-day 
should be "To mitigate by habit of mind and word and deed the 
evils . . .' по, not of class-conscious . . . ‘of irresponsi- 
bility’. 

Every responsible Branch Jobmaster knows (a) what his 
members are doing in the way of service, (b) what they have 
been doing for years, (c) what they can no longer do much 
about. (d) what more they might be doing, (e) what might help 
them to go out and get some help with, and (f) what thereby 
might be done so much more and better. Here are The Doors 
which can be opened or widened this year: 

To Service: |. Tackling loneliness of the old. the young 
and the housebound. 2. Discovering the neighbourhood's 
needs of to-day and co-operating. 

To Creative Friendship: 3. As a deliberate way to deepen 
fellowship, gathering widely different types of men together. 
4, Helping strangers. coloured folk, refugees. mobile men, re- 
dundant men, to make a new life in a new locality. 5. Draw- 
ing men who are in and outside the Churches into a working 
fellowship. 

To Young People: 6. Reinforcing youth organisations. 
7. Getting on terms with ‘teddy-boys’ and young folk out for 
fun. 8. Interesting school-leavers in service to the community. 

To Disciplined Living : 9. Using leisure for right purposes. 
10. Using our talents and paying our way. 
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T: ip : 11. Influencing public opinion and engag- 
Be eee industrial and political affairs. 12. Training in 
thinking and talking about the Toc H method. 
These are keynotes for 1960. We shall find the way out 
if we weigh in on nwo or three of the twelve this year. 


Parsons Probe 
JOHN LARTER 


JT was a pleasant surprise (but. of course. it should 

{ not have been!) to find that 1 was not the only 
Toc H member at a mid-week conference held at William 
Temple College. Rugby. The course was intended for younger 
clergy and ministers who would look again into some of the 
social and intellectual changes which influence so greatly all 
contemporary life and work. ; 

For four days about three dozen of us listened to lectures, 
discussed in small and large groups. and prayed about rela- 
tionships in industry. in the Welfare State and in ordinary 
day-to-day living. We had stimulating introductory talks 
from well-known leaders in their particular fields including 
Professor G. W. H. Lampe, of Birmingham University. the 
Earl of March, and Dr. G. Willoughby. who was at the London 
School of Economics. These, with the Principal of the College 
and her staff, with Industrial Advisers and others. helped to 
point out the problems more clearly. 

Although the immediate solutions could rarely be given, yet 
we learnt much by comparing notes with each other's ex- 
periences. It was invigorating to find that we were beginning 
10 ask the right questions—an essential preliminary to getting 
the right answers. 

The approach was not solely insular and parochial. Rela- 
tionships in a variety of places and situations were discussed: 
in the home, at work. within the nation and between countries 
and races. Again and again we realised that it was the recon- 
ciling power of the Living Christ in the living Church which 
was the only real hope. How much greater would be this in- 
fluence in our world if all who called themselves Christians 
would first bother to think fairly, and then witness humbly! 
(N.B.—Read and think about Galatians iii, 28.) 
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Jobmaster of Maidenhead 
Branch, has been appointed and 
is welcomed this month to the 
staff of Toc H. 


YE Padre HuGH  SAWBRIDGE 
(Sawbones) has moved from 


Corsham to Вупе House, 
Church Street, Warminster. 
Wilts. 
9 1960: Some dates for 
diaries: 


X BRANCH MEMBERS’ ROLLS 
are due by January 15. 


YF ‘REGARDING Jons' are also 
due from Branch Jobmasters. 


М2 ‘GRAB ME A GONDOLA’: At 
the Scala Theatre, London, for 
the new Mark IIi on February 
16. 


yZ CENTRAL CounciL: Notices 
of motions and nominations of 
candidates for the Central 
Executive are due from Coun- 
cillors by February 28. 


4f ‘Focus on Toc H’: Your 
photographs are needed. They 
might win the competition. 
Turn out your best snaps and 
send them in by March 7. Or 
take some better ones. Have a 
shot. 


MULTUM IN PARVO 


и Padre Sam Evans will com- 
plete his term as an Area Padre 
next March and will then be 
inducted at Burnt Ash Congre- 
gational Church. Lee, S.E.12. 


YE Товву will Бе. visiting 
Toc H in Lincolnshire on 
March 28, 29 and 30. 


2 CENTRAL COUNCIL: Тһе 
annual meeting on April 30 and 
May 1. 


Y£ TusBBY will be in the Man- 
chester and North-Western 
Areas from May 2 to 5. 


М: Take Your Сногсе: Notts 
and Derby Gala at Mansfield. 
East Midlands Festival at 
Ashby - de - Ja - Zouch, London 
Sports at Battersea Park—all 
on Saturday, May 21. 


YE OBERAMMERGAU: The fifth 
Toc H Pilgrimage to the Passion 
Play, May 28 to June 11 ; places 
now only for men. 


Vf ^ AUSTRALIAN 
at Coolangatta. 
June 10-13. 


S£ LANGDALE САМР іп 
Lake District, July 2-9. 


М: Groton OLD Hat t WEEKS: 
August 6 to September 3. 


V ‘Dor Knap’ and ‘THE OLD 
Ногвв”: Area bookings for 
weeks and week-ends. 


CONFERENCE 
Queensland, 


the 
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agmen a ntum 


Open 


The Editor welco 


asks that they be written briefly and to the point. 


stings 


readers: 
letters 


mes letters on all matters concerning Toc H and 


Effort is made to 


include a representative selecion, and they are printed as individual 


view-points, 


‘Assistance Needed’ 


was interested to read in your 

July 1959 issue, the article by 
Dennis Pescott on the scheme to 
help elderly people, which he 
initiated in New Addington. 
Members of New Addington 
Toc H are to be congratulated 
on their work which will un- 
doubtedly bring much happiness 
and help to older members of the 


community. There is, of course. 
no co-ordinating Old People's 
Welfare Committee in New 


Addington and that was doubtless 
why Mr. Pescott did not refer to 
it, nor to the work of such com- 
mittees in other areas although 
in fact 1 believe he works іп co- 
operation with committees іп 
adjoining areas. May I point out 
for the benefit of Toc H Branches 
not already helping and associ- 
ated with an Old People's Welfare 
Committee, that these commit- 
tees act as co-ordinating bodies 
and link together statutory and 
voluntary organisations соп- 
cerned with the welfare of the 
elderly. Toc H Branches are 
usually members of these com- 
mittees and Toc H is represented 
on this Council by Miss M. 
Fowler. There are now 1.575 
Old People's Welfare Committees 
throughout the country and 
details of their work can be sup- 
plied to anyone interested. 


nor necessarily those of the Movement as a whole. 


If other Branches оГ Toc Н 
would like to offer help to elderly 
people, perhaps they would ascer- 
tain if there is a local Old People's 
Welfare Committec in existence 
so that there is no danger of any 
overlapping or duplication, or they 
may be able to help start a com- 
mittee as has been done elsewhere. 

There is still great need for 
voluntary service among the 
elderly and any extra help which 
is available І know would be the 
most welcome. 

MARJORIE Bucke, 
Secretary. 
The National Old People's 
Welfare Council, 
26, Bedford Square, 
London, W.C.1. 


Listing Areas 


Tr may be that geography is not 

the strongest point of the mem- 
bers of the Tower Hill Branch, 
and that therefore we spend an 
undue amount of time in trying to 
locate the name and address of 
an Area Padre, Secretary, or 
H.A.C. in the list of Areas which 
appears in the October issue and 
also in the April issue. For some 
reason which escapes us the Com- 
piler considers that an alpha- 
betical list of Areas will not meet 
the need, and instead makes a 
somewhat crratic journey through 
Britain. He begins, if on this 
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occasion our geography is correct, 
in the North East of England, 
crosses to the West for the Lakes, 
Moves to Liverpool and Man- 
chester, goes East again to York- 
shire, and having gone as far 
South as Devon and Cornwall 
moves North East again via Kent, 
Sussex and Surrey to London. 
Having arrived in the Metropolis 
he then decides to visit Wales. 
Omitting any Arcas which lie be- 
tween the Principality and the 
North he reaches Scotland and 
thence crosses the sea to Northern 
Ireland and Eire. We plead, Sir, 
for the abolition of this "Alice in 
Wonderland” treatment of the 
Toc H map and urge that in its 
place there should appear an 
alphabetical list for use by the 
weaker brethren of the Family, 
We are Sir, 
Your obedient, if critical, 
servants, 
Peter BLAKE, 

p.p. The Members of the 

Tower Hill Branch. 
London, E.C.3. 


Child Cyclists 


T aM very pleased to hear that 

support is being given by many 
Branches of Toc H to the National 
Child Cycling Proficiency Scheme, 
but 1 wonder if those who have 
not yet done anything about it 
realise that even the support of 
only one or two members would 
be so welcome by local organisers. 
А volunteer need not be an 
expert cyclist, for classes of in- 
struction can be arranged for the 
instructor. A more important 
qualification would be a love of 
children and the ability to instruct 
them. A wonderful opportunity 
exists to help reduce the child 
casualties on the roads that no 
Branch should ignore. Now is the 
time to plan for next spring so 
why not invite a speaker to tell 
the Branch all about the scheme 


OPEN HUSTINGS 


and how they could help the local 
effort? Act now! Contact your 
local Road Safety Committee or 
write to me and I will put you in 
touch with your Regional Child 
Cycling Organiser. 
Вил. CROOK. 

23 Common Close, 

Horsell, Woking, Surrey. 


Costessey’s Contribution 


YXA7E recently spent what is 
Y Y hoped was a profitable even- 
ing discussing members’ views 
concerning the Toc Н Journat. 
The following facts emerged: 

(1) Most of our members 
subscribe to the JouRNaL out of 
a sense of obligation, and none of 
the members present 'leaps with 
joy in anticipation of the next 
Issue. 

(2) In contrast those of us who 
also subscribe to other local and 
parish magazines do in fact look 
forward with pleasure to each new 
issue. 

(3) We are disappointed at the 
small amount of space devoted to 
news from the Branches. This 
interests all of us, even if this 
news is humdrum and unexciting. 
It was even suggested that а sup- 
plementary issue (perhaps quar- 
terly) devoted entirely to Branch 
news, would receive worthwhile 
support. 

(4) We are diffident about the 
(frequently long) articles written 
by staff contributors, some of 
which we find rather dull. We 
would welcome articles by ordi- 
nary members and outsiders to 
redress the balance. 

(5) We are nearly all inter- 
ested in the 'Foreign News' sec- 
tion. and would like to sec this 
expanded to provide for actual 
correspondence and possible con- 
tacts between home and overseas 
Branches. 

(6) We all read the ‘Deaths’, 
but are surprised that there are 
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no ‘Births’. A record of initiations 
on similar lines to “The Elder 
Brethren’ would certainly be read. 

(7) We acknowledge our own 
shortcomings іп reading very 
sketchily what might be termed 
official business—possibly matters 
such as conference reports deserve 
independent publication instead 
of crowding out the JOURNAL. 

(8) We are thankful for short 
chatty contributions of the ‘scrial 
type, and would like to see more 
of them. ` 

We hope that ‘the opinion of 
the panel’ may be of interest to 
you, and to members generally. 

Bert GOOSE, 
Hon. Secretary. 

Costessey Branch, Norwich. 


Prickly Profits 


E of the Longfield Branch 

have had considerable suc- 
cess with the raising of Cactus 
plants and their sale at local fétes 
resulting in substantial profits for 
Toc H and the Iocal organisations 
concerned. We feel that there are 
great possibilities in this field for 
raising funds for Toc H and that 
it can be expanded. Our Branch 
has facilities for raising the Cactus 
plants and would be pleased to 
hear from any Toc H members 
with a retail outlet for them. 

E. J. NaYLOR, 

‘Rylstone’, Secretary. 
Orchard Close, Longfield, Kent. 


Tape Recordings 


А ЕТЕК receiving from Head- 
£X quarters the list of Branches 
who have tape recorders avail- 
able, ] have written letters to them 
asking if they would be willing to 
‘tape-spond’ between Branches, 
giving news of the Branch, and its 
jobs; Discussions, and talks by 
members or ‘outside’ speakers. ! 
am sure other Branches could 
think of further items which 
would link us together and make 
us feel closer in our huge Family. 
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Those Branches who have replied 
seem interested in this scheme 
which 1 think has possibilities. 

. l. BARKER. 
Ryton Branch, Co. Durham. 


Blind Games 


Гок some years, Eltham Branch 

have organised monthly parties 
for local blind and handicapped 
people. Between fifty and sixty 
regularly attend. and the enter- 
tainment between tea and cakes 
has deliberately been kept іп- 
formal. Through this policy, we 
have created a very friendly and 
personal atmosphere, due in some 
measure to the entertainment 
being mainly provided by our own 
members. As the compère, 1 feel 
that other Branches also per- 
forming this particular act of 
service will have bright ideas 
which they would like to ex- 
change. Our main restriction 
concerns the limited number of 
games (apart from quizzes, etc.) 
suitable for blind and aged folk. 
I would be pleased to hear from 
anyone running similar parties 
about games which have proved 
popular and amusing. 

Jonn HARDING. 

63 Blanmerle Road, 
New Eltham, London, S.E.9. 


Seaside Project 
C'EATON is a small town and as 
our Keynotes project we have 
adopted the care of the disabled. 
As a first effort we invited two 
patients from the Star and Garter 
Home at Richmond to Seaton for 
a week's holiday. They were ас- 
commodated at the Bay Hotel 
and, with help from townsmen 
and one visitor, shown something 
of Devon. 

It seems to us that action of 
this kind might well be taken by 
other Branches in seaside and 
similar resorts and offer this as 
a suggestion. L. C. Duncan. 
Seaton, Devon. 
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Groton Old Hall Weeks 


DUDLEY HERRING 


| ice CASTLE, at least the wood in it, is in the 
occupation of worms and they are so well enholed 
that the place is no longer available for Toc H members to 
relax and rejuvenate during the August weeks. So we looked 
for another castle. We found none that had room for us but 
we discovered Groton Old Hall. a pleasant manor house near 
the village of Boxford in Suffolk. and two small parties. mainly 
old Farnhamites, went to stay there during two of the August 
1959 weeks. And they want to go again. 


Groton Old Hall, ntar Boxford Suffolk 


Groton Old Hall is about eight miles from Hadleigh and 
Sudbury and about fourteen miles from Colchester. lt is in the 
heart of the Constable and Gainsborough country and within 
easy reach of many old-world Huguenot villages. There is 
boating on the river Stour a few miles away and it is about 
twenty-five miles to the sea. The grounds of the Hall are 
fairly extensive and there is cricket and tennis, if you are not 
too particular about the ground. and table tennis in a room 
above the coach house. 
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The surrounding country is unspoilt and peaceful, and corn- 
fields abound. Public transport is very meagre but Toc H 
transport plentiful—at least it was in 1959, and nobody was 
left behind on the trips to the seaside! 


The Hall is no five star hotel. It is sparsely furnished and 
some of the beds are a bit hard. but the place has character 
and we have made good friends of the owner and his aged 
mother who live there. He is improving it as opportunity 
allows. 1t was rather neglected by previous occupants. The 
Toc H company is however of ten star quality! 


Do you want to come? If so. write to “Fergie” at Toc H 
Headquarters. at 47 Francis Street, S.W.1. before the end of 
February. 


The cost will be the same as for Farnham: £5 125. 6d. а 
week for adults and £3 for children. We do not look like 
getting the place for the first of the 1960 August weeks but 
can have it for the next four weeks (August 6 to September 3). 
We do our own washing up. as we did in Farnham Castle, 
and at Groton this privilege is extended to women as well as 
men! 


Let the picture tell the story 


Aldis 


VISUAL AID 
PROJECTORS 


The Aldis 300 shows film strips and 
2" x 2" colour slides, giving a brilliantly 
illuminated picture 5 feet wide at a 
distance of only 12 feet. It is very simple 
10 use. 

Aldis 300 with 8°5 cm. f/2°5 anastigmat 
lens and slide carrier 


Send for leaflet and name NEW REDUCED PRICE £16. ió. 0. 
of nearest Stockist from Lamp £l. 14. 3. Filmstrip carrier £3. 10. 0. 
Sole Wholesale Distributors Other models from £9. 18. 6. 


NEVILLE BROWN & CO. LTD., 77, NEWMAN ST., LONDON, W.! 


Wonderful Journey 


S. F. D. TOWNSEND 


А LMOST EVERY WEEK my denominational newspaper 
ТА carries an advertisement about Christmas ог 
Easter in the Holy Land. The cost is a mere one hundred 
guineas. Some of us were fortunate—or were we?—to see 
Palestine and be paid for it during our war service. Conditions 
in that country were different then, no posh hotels, luxury 
coaches or conducted tours. But we did perhaps see the 
‘native’ in his more or less natural state, and that sometimes 
gave us a sudden and curious remembrance of something 
we had heard of or read about in the Bible. 


To see coming along the road a mixed flock of sheep and 
goats led by the shepherd, to see the women at the well early 
in the morning or to have travelled down the rocky road from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. have been experiences that have taken 
us back in mind to Bible days and Bible ways. 


We can picture David practising with his sling as we see the 
urchin on the hillside. We can imagine the old bald-headed 
prophet being jeered at as he walked along the road by a 
gang of little boys who had demanded backsheesh and not 
received it. It happens today as it did three thousand years 
ago. 

Those of us who have never seen the Holy Land and are 
never likely to do so, have our own ideas of what it is like. 
We enjoy our pictures of sand and palm trees, mud walled 
huts and camels. Our views are based upon the pictures 
we had in our illustrated Bibles in Sunday School, or the 
lantern slides in the village hall (the most impressive of course 
being those projected the wrong way up). 

Much more difficult is it for us to have any idea of the people 
who walked along those sandy roads or dwelt in those mud 
huts or kept their herds on the scant grass of the hillsides. 
Abraham, Moses, Joseph and David are well-known characters 
on paper. It is hard to realise that they were ever flesh and 
blood. had feelings like our own and complained about the 
dull wet weather and the price of a new coat. 

1 was fortunate in my younger days to һауе as head of my 
college a man to whom the Old Testament prophets were more 
real than his students. He made those old chaps live for me. 
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Now into my hands has come a book which does the very 
same thing for anyone who cares to read И. Е first came 
across it in our public library and became so engrossed in 
reading it that I forgot about the shopping list in my pocket 
and we had to have fish and chips for dinner that day instead 
of the chops І had gone out to buy. 

The author of this book* is Professor M. A. BEEK of the 
University of Amsterdam. But don’t let that put you off. The 
book is not a lecture. Professor Beek is a very popular broad- 
caster over the Netherlands radio. his name is a household 
word, he is known to tha teenager and the comfortable middle 
aged business man. He is listened to with interest because he 
makes the men and women of the Old Testament live. He 
takes his listeners (and his readers) on a journey through the 
Old Testament. We walk along the Euphrates valley with 
Abraham and share Balaam’s feelings about his obstinate ass. 

We are taken as it were behind the scenes and allowed to see 
some of the characters of the Old Testament without their 
glamour and romance: to see them as human beings. but as 
human beings closely in touch with God and gladly doing His 
will, or as human beings struggling against the Divine Will only 
to fail and fall. Professor Beek sees in the Old Testament a 
wonderful story of God’s revelation of Himself to men through 
men and women. 

Stories intended to be listened to do not often make good 
reading. The spoken word is not one that appeals to the eye 
in print. But in this book the stories grip and inlerest and give 
their message. Stories in one language do not often get across 
in another. But Professor Beek has an excellent translator in 
ARNOLD J. POMERANS who has captured not only the ideas but 
the personality of the original teller of the tales. He makes me | 
wish that 1 knew Dutch and could listen-in to some more of the t 
broadcast stories. 

The book has an introduction by Professor H. H. RowLEY 
who sums up the author's purpose by saying he hopes it will 
stir readers to turn to the Bible itself and to thank Professor 
Beek "for setting their feet on a journey that will take them 
not alone to the Bible but to God." 


A hundred guineas for a ten-day tour of Palestine! One 
guinea for A Journey through the Old Testament and you can 
have an endless tour and meet the ‘natives’ as well. 

* Journey Through The Old Testament. By PROFESSOR M. A. BEEK 

(Hodder & Stoughton, 21s.). 
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The Elder Brethren 


ALLAN.—On November 4, HENRY GORDON SINCLAIR ALLAN, aged 46, 
a member of Ashtead Branch. Elected 9.5.32. 
ATKINS.—Suddenly on November 30, HENRY WILLIAM ATKINS, aged 


53, Warden at Dor Knap and a former member of Hinderwell Branch. 
Elected 3.5.54. 


BANNISTER.— On October 31. WILLIAM ARTHUR BANNISTER, aged 68, 
a founder member of Maidenhead Branch. Elected 13.6.29. 

EpwaRDS.—On November 21. Percy SAMUEL EDWARDS, aged 83. a 
member of New Mills Branch. Elected 1.12.21. 

Ешлот.-Оп November 20. Provost James ELLior., O.B.E., aged 70, 
a founder member of Jedburgh Branch. Elected 26.7.34. 

Love.—On November 1. ALBERT Love, aged 73, a member of Green 
Street Green Branch. Elected 29.4.53, 

MCARTHUR.—On November 6, COLIN ALEXANDER MCARTHUR, aged 
63, a member of Selkirk Branch. Elected 4.2.49. 

McKay.—On October 2, FRANK Fretr McKay, aged 67, a member 
of Selkirk Branch. Elected 4.4.33. 

MvaALL.—On October 21, ALAN WILLIAM MYALL, aged 57. a member 
of Codsall No. | Branch. Elected 13.6.56. 

SHILLING.—In October, REGINALD FREDERICK SHILLING. aged 76, 
a member of Swanage Branch. Elected 1.1.51. 

Wesr.—On November 14. at Wilmslow, Sir FREDERICK JOSEPH 
West, С.В.Е.. aged 87, a Vice-President, 1926-45. Elected 1.1.24. 


In Memoriam 
HENRY WILLIAM ATKINS 


It was less than a year ago that Bit" 
ATKINS left the Northern Area, where 
he was Secretary of Cleveland District 
Team and a member of the Area Exec- 
utive. to become the first Warden of 
Dor Knap. A great deal of the labour of 
getting the house and grounds ship- 
shape fell on his willing shoulders. 

Quick off the mark himself, he exer- 
cised outstanding patience in his deal- 
ings with others, especially those 
younger members of the working 
parties. 

A racy Cockney wit laced all his talk. 
and those with him for any length of 
time were certain to have an unearned 
military rank conferred upon them. 
ranging from ‘sergeant’ to “colonel”. 
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Characteristically. his passing was in keeping with his normal 
swift movements. and it is good to think of him being spared a 
long. painful illness. The sympathy of Toc H members goes out 
to his wife and co-partner. Winifred. Bill will be sorely missed 
and Dor Knap cannot be quite the same for many of us who have 
worked alongside him there. F.G.C. 

* ж ж 

Mrs. Winifred Atkins has received many expressions of sym pathy 

from members, and has asked us to say how much she appreciates 


the kind thoughts expressed, although it may not be possible for 
her to send personal acknowledgement to all the writers. 


Life on Henry Street 


KEN PRIDEAUX-BRUNE 


Tew York. The words conjure up a picture of 
thrilling buildings thrusting into the sky; of the 
strikingly beautiful new glass and steel structures. which are 
springing up all over the city: of Greenwich Village, one- 
time haunt of the Beatniks, until the incursion of tourists 
pushed the prices up; or of the eager crowds surging up and 
down Fifth Avenue. New York is indeed one of the world’s 
most exciting cities. But there is another side to the picture. 
New York is a city of riches, but it is also a city of poverty. 
New York is a city of magnificent new architecture, but it is 
also a city of old and crumbling tenements. And it is in the 
city of ‘West Side Story’, of dope addicts and teenage gangs, 
that five British students spent last summer. They were the 
first group of "Winants-in-Reverse', or Clayton Volunteers, 
as they are to be called. 
First impressions 
They were living on Henry Street, a street of tall, decaying 
buildings. with outside staircases of rusty iron. The residents, 
predominantly Negroes and Puerto Ricans, spend the summer 
evenings sitting on the doorsteps, or standing in small groups 
on the sidewalk. Terry Cooper, twenty-two-year-old social 
science student from Tottenham. who was working with the 
Henry Street Settlement, wrote: "One of my first and lasting 
impressions of the lower East Side area is the number of 
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Henry Street, New York City 
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children there are here, and come to that the number of people 
there are. The population density is probably higher here than 
anywhere else I have been. The housing conditions are also 
noteworthy, both the old slums, with the smelling staircases 
and dirty walls, and the new seventeen-storey blocks of apart- 
ments for the lower income groups.” 


Also at the Henry Street Settlement was SALLY Moon. ап 
eighteen-year-old student from Putney. "My work", she says, 
“was mainly with teenagers fourteen to seventeen and children 
five to seven. The programme was called the Teen Summer 
Service. It consisted of seven teenagers who came every day. 
In the morning they were responsible for amusing the children 
and in the afternoon they went on trips to movie theatres, the 
United Nations buildings, cook-outs. or anything else they 
particularly wanted to do.” She adds: “The main thing 1 
learned about the children was that in many respects they were 
so unchildlike. This I think is due to the kinds of home situ- 
ations they come from.” 


The Volunteers were part of the summer staffs recruited by 
youth work agencies to organise activilies for children whose 
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school summer holidays last from the middle of June to the 
middle of September. They each found themselves respon- 
sible for leading a small group. They took them outside the 
city for swimming and games. or they took them on excursions 
to the Zoo and other places of interest within the city. They 
taught Bible study classes. and helped to supervise evening 
dances. 
Dragons and Sportsmen 


Sally Moon was the only one of the five to have close contact 

with any of the teenage gangs. “Twice a week.” she says. 
“it was my job along with two other girls to chaperone a teen- 

age dance sponsored by the Henry "Street Settlement. This 
proved to be an extremely interesting experience. if sometimes 
a little frightening. The reason for this being that the two 
most active gangs of the neighbourhood, the Dragons and 
Sportsmen, always attended the dances. This meant that more 
often than not fights broke out.” 

The Volunteers found the children very friendly on the 
whole. and interested in English ways of life. "Of course,” says 
MARGARET LATIMER. 20-year-old social science student from 
Bishop's Stortford. ^I got teased about my British accent! My 
children made up a mocking sentence which ran like this. 
"Now children, eat up your biscuits quickly. pick up your litter 
and put it in the bin and hurry up and get into the coach’. 
Their version of the sentence was: ‘Now kids, eat up your 
cookies quick, pick up your garbage, put it in the basket and 
hurry and get into the bus!’.” 

All the Volunteers reported enthusiastically on the summer's 
experience. Twenty-year-old SaLLy CAMPBELL, who worked 
at St. Christopher's Chapel, on Henry Street. says: “I can 
certainly recommend it to others”, but adds. “they must be 
willing to work hard in tremendous heat and humidity”. 

In their spare time the Volunteers were entertained by many 
of those who have been to London as Winant Volunteers, and 
they were welcomed into a very wide cross-section of American 
homes. Weekend excursions to Washington, Boston and 
Princeton were also arranged by ex-Winants. 

The Rev. WiLLIAM A. WENDT, who was responsible for 
assigning the Volunteers. is enthusiastic about the job they 
did. They were. he says. “Wonderful people". and then adds, 
emphatically; "Send us some more!" 

This we shall endeavour to do. 
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Branch Banners 
XLI—R YTON-ON-TYNE 
Contributed by BILL MCMAHON 


А MEMBER designed our Banner 
LÀ which depicts the village Cross. 
a monument from whose steps 
Wesley preached on one of his 
missionary tours. The needlework 
and embroidery was carried out by 
Women’s Association members and 
the pole and silhouette of the Lamp 
in brass added by the men. 

Ryton-on-Tyne Branch was іп- 
augurated in 1947 and the Banner 
completed one year later. It has 
never missed a festival, rally. or any 
other function in the Area at which 

Branch Banners were required. 


WELL MADE 
WELL PACKED 


Conversation Piece 


HARRY CROMACK 


On a recent visit to Dor Knap, the Founder Padre met 

the writer, a craftsman, at work on a sky-light. Tramping 

to the village together, he talked of his Branch’s history. 
Tubby asked him to set it down, and here it is. 


T ALL BEGAN about forty-two years next Saturday, 

I when | came down from Reigersburg Camp to 

Peselbock to join a new Labour Company, and we found 

Talbot House by accident. 1t struck us as a bit strange. notices 

up saying that different battalions had done work there, and 
the crockery was like you got at home. not canteen mugs. 


In the hall was a nicely printed notice which announced a 
Harvest Festival the next evening, which also seemed strange 
to those who had just left the area round Pilkem Ridge and 
Minty Farm. where nothing grew. I didn't get there, that’s 
just like the Army: but when Jack Tomkins from the Gas 
Office spoke of Toc H at the Red Cross class in 1928, I remem- 
bered, and went to a meeting, and heard Barkis tell us what 
this new thing meant. 

We formed a group and we were lucky. One big man in the 
Scouts, Sir Alfred Pickford, was a local resident. and some of 
his Mason friends had heard him talk of Toc H and backed 
him up. They set a happy example of good mixing, free from 
heartiness, which gave us a good start in getting to know the 
other chap. 

Some of us learnt that ‘Abandon Rank’ is a two-way busi- 
ness and works upwards in the case of people like builders' 
men. We worked together and became a happy bunch. each 
discovering good points in the other. At one time jobmasters 
tended to become Scoutmasters, which tradition came unstuck 
when we got the ‘Mighty Atom’, a dynamic C.S. type, who 
weighed about five stone, wet through. He jibbed at shorts. 

The time went on. Our Branch history was similar to 
hundreds of others, I expect, but we did stick to what we learnt 
in the early days, to do things a bit decentlike. The war came, 
and after a time we got low in numbers and had to give up our 
headquarters, which were taken over by the local R.C. Church 
as a club. 
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They were very understanding, and let us have the use of the 
place once a month, and a few of us met and said ‘hello’ so the 
Branch never lapsed. Some members did not come back. а few 
new ones joined. Now we are a few oldish blokes. but six 
of our first members still belong. 

We still try to do things in a good way. We have one job 
which is a yearly event. when a bus brings a party of blind 
people from a London area. 

We give them a good day, in the lovely premises of the local 
Congregational Church granted with a charming goodwill. 

On arrival, Joe comes along in his car with ices, straight from 
the fridge, and the visitors sit in chairs on the lawn and rest. 
Then tea and a concert, to which guests and hosts contribute. 
and when they line up for their bus they are handed bunches 
of flowers, chosen for their scent, a little detail they appreciate. 

Sometimes, if it comes at a weekend, we hold a Vigil on 
December 11 and 12, when we begin with a getting together 
of our joint Branches, men and women, and a talk and read- 
ings, leading up to ‘Light’. A few members who are free, stay 
all night, using the Guide to the Vigil and always a copy of the 
daily paper, to connect Toc H's purpose with everyday life. 
Next morning the others come in from eight o'clock Service 
at the Church and we have a family breakfast. Then a few 
carry on the Vigil. but as tea time comes round the numbers 
increase and. we have a tea party which leads into an informal 
family gathering till nine o'clock when the Vigil ends. 

We are few in numbers, but we are still a Branch. That is 
how the forty-two years of knowing Toc H have passed. Ideas 
have altered and sometimes a man gets confused. 

Then I go back to where it began. 

In the history of Toc H there is one story which I recall. 
when I feel any doubt as to where we are going. It is written 
under the title of ‘An Early Dividend’ in Earthquake Love by 
Tubby. It describes. how in April 1918, he was ordered by 
Army Н.О. to close Talbot House. Іп Poperinge were stil! 
men on duty, who needed the old House, and he hesitated. 
Reading the Gospel for the day, he found the part which 
describes hirelings and shepherds. He counted himself among 
the shepherds and remained open. The last paragraph of that 
story runs something like this. 

“To Army Headquarters, Talbot House was a place to be 
used and forgotten, but to Тот, Dick and Harry, it was the 
Father's House with the s/ioes and robe of a restored Identity”. 
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Ап exciting bowls match at Cross-in-Hand between Heathlicld and Crowborough, 
resulted in the latter term winning by 24-15 
LINCOLNSHIRE.—An appeal to local traders for prizes for their 
Game and Poultry Whist Drive produced twelve brace of pheasants 
for Louth Branch. Woodhall Spa have made forty-nine walking sticks 
for disabled people. Sleaford Branch have welcomed Padre Gordon 
Cox from the East Anglian area. Spilsby Branch have helped a young 
man to set up in business as a pianoforte teacher by placing their room 
at his disposal. Through the purchase of an old Chapel and by dint of 
much hard work and good fun the lads of West Pinchbeck are mighty 
proud of their spick and span headquarters. Quadring raised over 
£60 for their Old People's Christmas Party—no mean achievement for 
a small village. Through their annual Gymkhana, Utterby members 
are now able to give Christmas Parties for both the elderly and the 
young people of the village. Scunthorpe after having been the guests 
of the Yorkshire Post for twenty-two years are now seeking a new 
‘home’ as the premises have been sold. Grimsby. through the good 
offices of the local timber merchant, have been able to supply sixty 
elderly folk with winter fuel. Revesby, though a small Branch in а small 
village, arrange their Birthday on a big scale. Over 150 friends joined 
with them for their Rededication and afterwards heard Canon Pugh 
speak on the Refugee problem. Osgodby Branch received their Lamp 
on December 17. As a result of a Keynotes project, Coningsby Branch 
have sponsored a local Youth Club. GEORGE LEE. 
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М. LONDON. Southgate recently welcomed the Area Welfare 
Officer. who spoke on his work with special reference to the care of the 
physically handicapped. This was the third of a scries of talks, by 
means of which members are trying to find out to what extent statutory 
authorities are mecting the necds of disabled people and how voluntary 
associations could help most effectively, an idea which arose from the 
Keynotes Project. One of Edgware’s jobs has been helping to maintain 
the almshouses at Stonegrove. When the cottages were renovated, the 
gardens were left sadly damaged and now members have the job of 
replanting them. Ronald Symons, Chairman of the Central Executive, 
was the guest-speaker at a meeting of Branch Chairmen held at 
Mark VII in November. His subject was “The Art of Chairmanship” 
and his talk provoked a lively discussion. Chief guest at the annual 
sausage-and-mash supper of Barnet was 'Ches'. Editor of the JouRNAL. 

МАҮМЕ ELSON. 


NORTHERN.—Members of Thornaby on Tees Branch have now their 
own home, having transformed a "dump" into a good "base camp". 
The Mayor and Mayoress performed the opening ceremony and Padre 
John Larter dedicated the rooms. Names of new friends will be welcomed 
by Secretary J. Littlefair, 86 Grange Road, Thornaby on Tees. A warm 
welcome to the new group at Guisborough. Please send names of any 
new friends to Secretary W. С. Hunter, 39 Cobble Car, Guisborough. 
Following a dedication Service conducted by Canon Baker. Vicar of 
Morpeth, Padre Herbert Leggate gave a stirring address and presented 
Morpeth Branch with their Lamp. Exploratory work is going on at 
Amble and it is hoped to hold an inaugural meeting there soon. The 
Keynote Conference held at Gilsland, Cumberland had a good mixture 
of members present from Northern Area, Lakeland Area and Scotland. 
The next step is the follow-up when those who were present can spread 
the news and experience gained. A ‘People to People’ week gathering 
in co-operation with the International Friendship League Newcastle 
Branch and the Lord Mayor's Committee was held at Mark XVIII. 
North Ormesby Branch organised a sale of second-hand books in the 
local market in aid of Teeside Cobalt Bomb Fund and raised £11. The 
Area has welcomed Padre Herbert Leggate at a series of District 
gatherings which were held at Thornaby on Tees, Darlington, Peterlee 
and Morpeth. A number of Branches are helping with efforts for the 
World Refugee Year. Cuanrrs V. YOUNG. 


EAST ANGLIA.—The recent survey, Regarding Jobs, has revealed 
a decided trend for members to undertake work ‘with’ people rather 
than ‘for’ those we seek to help. For helping towards what is certainly 
a deeper sense of purpose. the Area is grateful to Padre Jim Davies 
who was Guest Leader at an Area Week-end at Overstrand; to Padre 
Herbert Leggate who visited the Area for meetings at King's Lynn, 
Attleborough and Lowestoft; and to Alec Churcher for his talks on 
'Jobmastery' to members at Colchester. Beccles and Mundesley. Con- 
tinuing in this theme of ‘Training’, mention must also be made of an 
excellent Broads District Training Day at Lound, and a Training Eve- 
ning at Lakenheath attended by nearly all members in the West Suffolk 
District, both events are to be repeated in the not too distant future. 
Rec 5мітн. 
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NORTH WESTERN.--More members than ever travelled from this 
Area to share in the Festival of Music at Manchester, It is not the first 
time Liverpool has dashed to the assistance of the other place. Glad- 
stone House has been in the hands of builders and decorators since 
September and in consequence activities have been very much restricted. 
In connection with the appeal ta meet the cost of these alterations 
the Marksmen have already raised £220. Maghull Joint Branch have 
received their Lamp from the Area Chairman. Dugald McPhail. Fylde 
and East Lancs District joined forces for a well attended Family Gather- 
ing at Preston when the emphasis was on "getting together". 

5 Tack Saw. 


Paignton Observer 


А new type of hospital library book trolley, made by Paignton members, designed 
for easy Irnvel round the wards and between beds. 
Construction details сап be had from: T. Oates. ‘Milvern’’, Adelphi Road, 
Paignion, Devon 


SOUTH WESTERN.—Congratulations and good wishes to Chud- 
leigh and Winsham Branches. both of whom have recently received 
their Lamps. Welcome and good wishes for the future. too, to the 
group at Cullompton. whose Secretary. Ernest Gillingham, c/o Frisbys 
Shoe Stores. Fore Street, Cullompton. Devon, would be glad to have 
news of friends and likely contacts in the district. Keynote projects 
have brought Iton and minster Branches very much in contact with 
young people. liton are now running two Youth Clubs whilst Ilminster 
organised the Town Carnival to obtain funds for their projected Youth 
Centre. The Carnival was a great financial success and the Youth 
Centre project is now forging rapidly ahead. The memory of a much 
respected and much loved Padre was green in the minds of Mount 
Charles and St. Austell Branches on a recent occasion when a small 
plaque was dedicated in remembrance of Padre Hugh Fletcher Howell. 

GILBERT FRANCIS. 
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An enormous Lamp was the outstanding feature of Longlevens Rranch 
entry for the Gloucester Carnival 


WESTERN. Bristol North and South District Teams maintained 
the Vigil in St. Andrews Church, next door to the new Area Centre. A 
short service leading up to the World Chain of Light was led by Padre 
Arthur Ringwood. Gloucester District kept the Vigil in St. Margarets 
Chapel, Gloucester. and Trowbridge Branch at the conclusion of their 
Vigil held a Rededication Service. Shirehampton Branch are involved 
in the newly formed Neighbourhood Council and with almost all other 
local bodies will endeavour to demonstrate a unity in serving their local 
society. Fourteen students from Toc H University of Bristol Lunch 
Circle are helping with the Film Unit and some dozen others have 
started a new job in two hospitals with the aid of the Hospital Broad- 
casts Society. Chairmen and Secretaries of all Branches are meeting 
at the Centre and elsewhere this month to discuss the job they have 
undertaken and its responsibilities. In February all Branch officers 
will meet to discuss and together see something of tha way ahead as 
leaders of their local Families. Swindon District Team have granted 
a Rushlight to Shrivenham group and welcome this growth in the 
extension of the Family. JoHNNIE MACMILLAN. 


SOUTH WALES.—A reception to record appreciation of the past 
services of E. E. (‘Ted’) Lloyd was organised by Cardiff District. 
Early this year Ted had to relinquish his position as H.A.C. for Wales 
and has also served as H.A.T. and a member of the Central Executive. 
A number of South Wales Branches were represented when Ted was 
presented with a Toc H Car Badge and Padre Jim Davies was also 
present from Headquarters. The Silver Lamp of Wales formed the 
centrepiece of a display in the showrooms of the Wales Gas Board in 
Cardiff during the week commencing November 30 when the theme 
was the world wide family of Toc H. PETER MOWLAM. 
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SOUTHERN.—Congratulations and best wishes to Charminster and 
Lyndhurst Branches who have been granted Branch status. Also to 
Wimborne Branch who celebrated their 35th Anniversary with a 
Festival Service in Wimborne Minster followed hy a get-together in 
Church House, when the guest preacher and speaker was the Rev. K. C. 
Oliver, an old friend of Toc H and now A.C.G. Southern Command. 
Autumn Fairs have been held by Hartley Wintney and by the South 
Dorset District who were most ably helped by the Women's Branches. 
Both resulted in a substantial contribution being made to the Family 
Purse. Members of our family in the Channel Islands gave us a great 
welcome when Padre Leggate, Peter Vere-Jones and | visited them 
recently. Christchurch with Southbourne Branch have formed a league 
of helpers, both men and women. who they can call on to help with any 
of the larger jobs. Many new friends have been made in this way. The 
same Branch have also welcomed Jim Best into their family who was 
once a member of Le Court (Cheshire Home) Branch. On a Saturday 
afternoon in November. members from various parts of the Arca. 
together with members of the Women's Association. attended a "Quiet 
Afternoon" led by the Bishop of Southampton. A similar afternoon, 
the following day. for members in the Isle of Wight was led by Padre 
lohn Bean. We were glad to welcome John Callf. the Administrator, 
at Guest-nights in the Solent and North Hants Districts. Several 
District Teams in the Area are concerning themselves with trying to 
re-establish the tradition of regular Training Sessions. 

Екер BROOKER. 


EAST YORKSHIRE.—Through its Keynote Projects and the 
initiative of Keyman Hugh Meiningen. Goole Branch is responsible Гог 
initiating steps to forming a Community Centre in the town. and a 
public meeting for this purpose is to be held this month. Pollington 
Branch undertook responsibility for the Vigil arrangements for the 
District in Snaith Parish Church. At Christmas they made their usual 
distribution of coal and logs to the needy in surrounding villages. 
South Milford members have scrubbed and cleaned the war memorial 
in the churchyard and repainted the names. The village recreation 
ground equipment has also been repainted. Hull District entertained 
about forty disabled Withernsea folk and their friends to tea and a 
film show in Hull. In November. Bob Purdy was on top form when he 
addressed meetings in. Bilton, York and Rillington. Men and women 
members attended a "People to People’ Week evening at York when 
the guests were overseas visitors from many countries. The oppor- 
tunily this meeting gave of arranging private hospitality afterwards 
was well taken care of. As from November 19 there has been a Mel- 
bourne (Yorkshire) Branch of Toc H, when a Lamp of Maintenance 
was received at the hands of John Maddock, one of his last duties as 
Area Secretary. Melbourne were supported at this ceremony by members 
from Bridlington, York, Pollington and Tadcaster. Among jobs already 
tackled by the Branch are the gathering of her apple harvest for an old 
lady, the tidying of the churchyard. and help in organising a Beauty 
Contest for the Village Hall Committee. A whist drive was organised 
and raised £5 towards a Christmas Party for old folk. Several overseas 
students from a nearby agricultural camp attended the Lamp bestowal. 

Виш. Harpy. 
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East Leake members present Glynis Godher, a polio victim, with a french poodle 


MANCHESTER.—News comes to us of mended toys taken to 
children. parties for them and lonely old folk during Christmas. At 
Didsbury, for instance, the party for two hundred old folks has become 
a tradition. The money is raised by a letter to local tradesmen asking 
Тог the food. or the wherewithal to buy it, and a tour of the ‘locals’, 
for which there is no lack of volunteers. After the meal. prepared by 
the wives and friends of Branch members, a local Concert Party pro- 
vide ап evening's entertainment. Mark IV beat XIV at some game 
where twenty-two men run after a round ball, and XIV retaliated by 
building a brick wall in the front door-way of IV during the night. 
They sank their differences while working with thirty other volunteers 
to erect a shanty-town village in the centre of Manchester as publicity 
for World Refugee Year. Atherton and Middlewood Branches have 
both planned public meetings in the same cause. Вов KNIGHT. 


EASTERN LONDON.—A new group has been formed at Forest 
Gate and meets on Friday evenings at 8 p.m. at Durning Hall, Earlham 
Grove, Forest Gate, E.7. The Secretary is W. Perkins, 38 Thorogood 
Gardens, Forest Lane, E.15. The group will warmly welcome new 
members. Wanstead Branch have moved their headquarters and now 
meet at 3 Hermon Hill (Basement Flat), Wanstead. Е.11. on Wed- 
nesdays at 8 p.m. We are most grateful to Frank Shephard for several 
years of faithful. unseen work as our Hon. Sec. for Arca General 
Members. He has found it necessary to resign and we welcome his 
successor—Chris. W. F. Sands, 49 Coolgardic Avenue, Е.4. 

JiM GREEN. 
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WEST YORKSHIRE. The new group at Newsome, near Hudders- 
field, was presented with its Rushlight by Fred Brook. the Area Chair- 
man. on November 10. Ackworth. Rotherham, Harrogate and 
Rawthorpe Branches have been greatly encouraged by a visit (гот lain 
Fraser. In aid of the World Refugee Year. Huddersfield District are 
staffing a Gift Shop. On October 20 a Rushlight was presented by Fred 
Brook to the new group at Brotherton House. Mark XXII. Members 
are very busy doing jobs in an old people's home in Leeds and at 
Wetherby borstal. Wensleydale District held its Redcdication Service 
in Leyburn Parish Church. RON SMITH. 


У. LONDON.—Branch Chairmen have been taking part in a short 
training Course of three evening meetings, the object being to help 
them to improve the standard of Branch meetings. On the first evening 
Rex Calkin opened the discussion, after which three Chairmen made 
trial practice speeches which were then played back on a tape-recorder 
for appreciation and criticism. Harold Robinson of Barkingside and 
Cyril Cattell. Kent & Sussex Area Secretary. also took part in leading 
the Course. A practice Branch Executive meeting gave some instruction 
and much amusement. Weald District held a Bazaar for the Family 
Purse in which all the Branches took part, each having a different stall. 
The District has been strengthened by the formation of a group at 
Kingsbury. Mark II staged an excellent Display Panel at an exhibition 
illustrating the work of Westminster organisations and clubs at the 
Abhey Community Centre. Members at Mark XX collected. renovated 
and distributed toys to children’s homes and hospitals. At a recent 
meeting at South Ruislip, the work being done by the Ryder-Cheshire 
Foundation on behalf of our "Forgotten Allies" during World War II 
was studied. Thirty members of Wembley's Blind Club and their friends 
sat in scats usually reserved for lawyers when they visited the court 
room of the Mansion House. Mayne ELSON. 
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OXFORD & THAMES VALLEY.--Over a hundred well-wi 
were present when Wallingford joint Unit received their с мер а 
ol Frank Le Riche Реггес, after a Service of Dedication in the parish 
church. Bicester, during the past year. raised £100 for old folks enter- 
tainment, and took an active part in numerous garden fêtes and old folk’s 
outings. Ray Fabes, Central Councillor and lively Jobmaster of 
Maidenhead has left to join the full-time staff. taking with him the 
warmest wishes ol the Arca. Wantage Joint Branch are flourishing and 
have been encouraged by a recent increase in their members. The 
Reading & Caversham Film Unit is in great demand and during the 
winter is working twenty-two nights а month, Tim Toaias 


5 - 
Hertfordshire E.rprexs 


Representatives fram ather Branches іп the Area supported Dr. D:nid Gullick when 
he presented а Lamp tu the re-formed WWitehin Branch 


BEDS. & HERTS. —l wenty-six men from sixteen Branches accepted 
an invitation which the Area Chairman, David Gullick. sent to Job- 
masters and their mates to come together at St. Albans. Alex Taylor 
travelled from Peterborough, and talks given by him and the H.A.C. 
led to discussions on the hopes. fears. accomplishments and disappoint- 
ments of Jobbies. Berkhamsted Annual Rededication Service was 
followed by a Birthday Evening during which Padre Jim Green of 
London spoke, and Donald Lockhart showed colour slides of Flanders. 
St. Albans Toc H Concert Party entertained youngsters at the Lawrence 
Home and their Blind Club’s own Concert Party has entertained 
the Allotment Holders Association. In running a club for the Blind, 
Неше! Hempstead have involved members of a large number of 
local organisations. Bedford. who have held services in the wards 
ol their General Hospital for many years, now use a portable 
electric organ presented to them by Servicemen of U.S.A.F. Base 
at Chicksands, R.A.F. Henlow and R.A.F. Cardington as a memorial 
to those who met at Bedford Toc H Services Club during the war 
and failed to return from operational flights. The full twenty-four 
hour Birthday Vigil was observed in six centres within the Area 
arranged by local Branches or Districts. Frank R. Fico. 
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SCOTLAND.—The Region is still without a Staff Man but the 
system of Area and District Correspondents is getting into its stride 
and appears to be working well. We do miss having someone who can 
get round the Branches and remind chaps that they are part of a bigger 
show. Everyone in Scotland misses Johnnie MacMillan and join in 
wishing him well in his new Area. Stirling have found a new way of 
helping home-bound folk—this time with a Library Service. Alloa 
have broken and chopped over four tons of fire-wood and before the 
winter began had delivered supplies to over ninety old folk. A "Band 
of Tinkers" bearing a close resemblance to members of Tillicoultry 
Branch invaded the town and relieved the inhabitants of £130 for local 
charities; a little later on another invasion—space-men this time— 
raised money for local Toc H causes. Edinburgh has acquired a new 
projector for the Home-bound Film Service: Toc H and W.A. Branches 
combined to throw a ‘thank you" party for the good people who gave 
the Winant Volunteers hospitality earlier in the year—about seventy 
people turned out to meet Mary Lou Moore (one of the Winants) and 
to learn something about Toc H. Dunfermline held their usual highly 
successful Rededication Service and Family Gathering and the Borders 
Branches have held a well-attended Rally. *PuRANA DHUAN’ 


NORTH WALES. --Portmadoc celebrated their twenty-first birthday 
with a Service and Guest-night at which civic officers and members of 
many Branches conveyed their greetings. Padre John Jones conducted 
the Service and gave an inspiring and topical address. Colwyn Bay 
sponsored a Children's Entertainment produced by a well-known North 
Wales Dancing School and in which fifty children took part: the 
mothers made the costumes and local Branch members made the 
‘props’. It raised £100 in support of the World Refugee Year. Rhyl 
was the venue of the autumn conference on "Expansion and Extension". 

GwiLYM A. EDWARDS. 


NOTTS. & DERBY.—Congratulation and best wishes to. Radcliffe- 
on-Trent on being recognised as a Branch. Boh Purdy recently paid 
a visit to Derby for a District gathering at Mark XX], a most happy 
affair. The Arca weck-end at Matlock took place in November and 
while numbers were considerably smaller there were compensations. 
Padre Bob Knight led the discussions on the need for Christian values. 
Newark Branch have lost à member with the ordination of Les Brooks 
in Sheffield Cathedral on December 20. He goes to Doncaster. Arnold 
& Woodthorpe are in the news as movers of an effort to bring together 
local organisations and societies at a representative and crowded mect- 
ing when the Chairman of the local U.D.C. spoke on the needs of the 
district. A body has now been formed through which it is hoped those 
needs can be discovered and met. At the centre of it all and as chairman 
of its early meetings was Tom Butcher. an cighteen-year-old member 
of the youth club which meets in the Branch's headquarters. On Bon- 
fire Night in Nottingham a noisy gathering af Scouts, Overseas Students 
and Toc H members celebrated the Plot that Failed. Halfway through 
a spark got loose amongst the fireworks and the job was finished in onc. 
Hot-dogs and cocoa soothed everyone's nerves afterwards. The Vigil 
was held in Derby, Long Eaton, Matlock, Nottingham and Worksop, 
with the exception of the latter, all District efforts. LEs WHEATLEY. 
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Flash Photography 


K. O. J. LAWLEY 


Many Toc H activities take place indoors during the 
winter months, and this practical introduction to ‘flash’, 
by Mr. Lawley of Ilford Limited, should be most helpful 
to entrants for our competition “Focus on Тос Н”. 


LASH PICTURES ARE EASY . . . and cheaper than you 

might think! With your present camera, a suitable 
film, a simple flashgun and some flashbulbs, you can take 
pictures indoors as easily as you can on the beach or in the 
garden. Look at the illustrations to this article. Pictures like 
these can be taken by anyone with the simplest of cameras 
(providing it has a “Т” ог “В” setting on the shutter) for as little 
as Is. 44d. each (including film and processing) This price 
is based on twelve 21” square pictures on a roll of 120 size 
film. If your camera takes eight pictures 227 X 327 then each 
will work out at about 15. 61d. Not dear, though, is it. when 
you think what fun you can have looking over the prints in 
years to come? You'll enjoy taking them, too. It is so easy, 
that you will feel like kicking yourself for not trying before. 
Let's see just what you will need. how much it will cost and 
what you have to do. 


The Equipment 


If you have a camera with a shutter that can be held open 
for a few seconds, you will be able to take flash pictures 
- - by the open-flash method. 
For this you wil! need an 
Ilford Junior Flashgun. 
How much? Just 6s. in- 
cluding the little adaptor 
Necessary to use the small. 
inexpensive flashbulbs! 
The flashbulbs themselves 
-—Philips PFI” is the sort 
to use for open-flash pic- 
tures—cost 8d. each. 

If. on the other hand, 
your camera has a ‘flash- 
synchronised' shutter (and 
most post-war cameras 
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have—even a lot of the in- 
expensive ones) you will 
want to use the ‘synchro- 
flash” method for which a 
flashgun connected to the 
shutter is necessary. This 
type of gun is so made that 
the bulb will fire automati- 
caly when the shutter is 
fully open. Such flashguns 
cost more than the Ilford 
Junior, but the added scope 
they give you is well worth 
while. Even so, they are 
not expensive. Models are 
available from about £1 upwards, and one that can be 
thoroughly recommended is the Ilford Sportslite at 38s. 8d. This 
little gun has a reflector that folds up so that the whole unit, 
in its plastic case (included in the price), slips easily into the 
pocket. These guns also take PFI flashbulbs. 

All the guns are powered by a small battery. and your photo- 
graphic dealer will be glad to tell you which sort fits the gun 
you buy. 

A word about the bulbs. Forget any memories you may 
have about the smelly, messy and difficult-to-handle flash 
powders of the past. Modern flashbulbs are clean, safe, certain 
and аге easy to carry about. (Size? The РЕ! is less than 
2” long by 1^). They are packed in cartons of five and each 
one can give you a tip-top picture. They are so light that ten 
of them weigh only about 2 ozs. (including the packing). 


The Film 


The film that is ideal for flash pictures is Ilford Selochrome 
Pan—the same film that you used for your summer snapshots. 
A 120 size roll of Selochrome Pan costs 2s. 9d. 


'The Methods 


I said at the beginning that flash pictures are easy. So they 
are, and the secret is the flashbulb. Just as a pint measure, 
when full, always holds a pint, so a flashbulb always “holds” 
the same amount of light. 

To help you get the right exposure every time, all flashbulbs 
have a 'guide number' for every film on the market (The 


a cr d 
Photograyh on an Пота film 
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numbers are given on the cartons of flashbulbs.) For instance, 
the number for a PFI with Selochrome Pan is 90. Providing 
the distance (in feet) from the bulb to the subject, times the 
'f/number' of the lens aperture, equals approximately 90, your 
picture will be correctly exposed! 

The guide numbers are calculated for flash exposures in 
average surroundings, i.e. in a normal sized room with light 
walls and ceiling. if the exposures are to be made in a large 
room or one with dark, heavy decorations, a smaller guide 
number should be used. 


Open Flash 

This is the method to use with box cameras or any that 
have non-synchronised shutters. For this purpose we will 
assume that the lens aperture of a box camera is f/11, so. 
holding the Ilford Junior Flashgun 8 feet from the subject. 
will result in a correctly exposed picture. To summarise: 

1. Place camera on firm support. 
Hold flashgun about 2 or 3 feet above the camera and 
just to one side. 

3. Open shutter. 

4. Fire flashbulb. 

5. Close shutter. 
The last three actions need only take about 2 seconds with 
practice, and the room lights will have no effect on the film, 
compared to the intense flash of light from the bulb. during 
the one or two seconds that the shutter is open. 


Synchro-Flash 


This method is even easier. As the flash will fire auto- 
matically during the fraction of a second that the shutter is 
open, all you need to worry about is making sure that the 
flexible connector from your Ilford Sportslite is attached to the 
camera and that the f/number of the lens aperture times the 
distance of the bulb from the subject equals the guide number 
for the flashbulb/film combination you are using. 


These notes are necessarily brief and simplified, so it is 
essential to read the sections on flash photography in your 
camera instruction book very carefully. 


We hope that this article will encourage you to take up this 
fascinating branch of photography— "you'll be glad you did!” 


Printed in England by Geo. Marshall & Co. Ltd., London, S.E.1. 


Focus on Toc H 


A PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION FOR JOURNAL READERS 


Au JOURNAL READERS who can lay claim to a camera 
are invited to share in this competition. You are asked to 
provide two or three photographs that illustrate some aspect 
of Toc H. 

The pictures can portray something that has caught your eye 
at a Branch meeting, or taken place during a corporate job. 
They could well include a close-up of a work-worn pair of hands, 
seen in repose at an Old Folk's Party, or a trio of happy young- 
sters at play when the Branch is entertaining handicapped child- 
ren. These are only a few suggestions and many others will 
occur to you, for the scope is very wide indeed. 

The Competition has separate sections for black-and-white 
prints, colour prints, and colour transparencies. Attractive 
prizes will be awarded for the best pictures in each section. 

The type of camera used is of little importance and pictures 
taken with a simple box camera will stand an equal chance of 
success with those produced with the latest 35 mm model. 

Details of the simple conditions together with the Entry Form 
are given overleaf. To enable overseas readers to share in the 
Competition, the closing date for entries is March 7, 1960, but 
please let us have your entry as soon as possible. 


Prizes and Donors 


Grateful thanks are due to friends in the photographic trade 
who have most generously provided the following prizes— 


“AGFALUX" FLASHGUN Agfa Limited 
"TRU VUE" VIEWER John Bealay & Co. Ltd. 
GIFT VOUCHER Boots Pure Drug Co. Ltd. 


"А PHOTOGRAPHIC PILGRIMS PROGRESS" Focal Press Ltd. 
{three copies} 


"ILFORD MANUAL" (three copies) Ilford Limited 

"MINIATURE AND PRECISION CAMERAS" Iliffe & Sons Ltd. 

'DUO'-SLIDE STORAGE BOX Johnsons of Hendon Ltd. 

FLASHBULBS. A complete range [two sets). Philips Electrical Ltd. 

“WATABLITZER" FLASH UNIT Photopia Ltd. 

"TITANIA" MINIATURE SLIDE CASSETTES The Pullin Optical Co. Ltd. 
(six sots) 


Also other prizes of Valuable Photographic Gift Vouchers. 


TOC H JOURNAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 


with prizes for the best pictures received under the comprehensive title ; 


Focus om Toc H 


The Simple Rules 


The Competition is open to all readers 
of the Toc !! JouRNaL and the closing 
date for entries is 7th March, 1960 
There are two sections: Black.and-White 
and Colour. 

Entries are limited. to not more than 
three prints or three transparencies 
from any one competitor and must bc 
accompanied by a completed Entry 
Form. 

The Black-and-White section is for 
contact prints 24” square or larger, or 
enlargements up to half-plate size 
These must bear name, address and 
title of print in ink on the back. 

The Colour section is divided into two 
parts one for reversal transparencies 
35mm size and upwards, and the other 
for colour prints, with a minimum size 
of 21^ square. 


Colour transparencies must have entrant's 
name written on back of the cardboard 
mount and colour prints marked in the 
same manner as the black-and-white 
prints detailed abovc. 

Colour transparencies and prints, if 
accompanicd by adequate postage and 
packing, will be returned within four 
weeks of the closing date. 

It is advisable to stiffen with cardboard 
the envelope containing your cntry in 
order to prevent damage in the post. 
АП Black-and-White prints will remain 
the property of the Toc Н Journat, 
which undertakes (о reproduce the 
winning entries, 

The decision of the Judges appointed 
by the Тос Н Journat is final and no 
correspondence can be entertained con- 
cerning the compctition. 


ENTRY FORM 
To: TOC H JOURNAL, 47 FRANCIS STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 


From 

(BLOCK CAPITALS) 
Address 
Enclosed please find | 


Which have been 
A. (title) 


В. (a) 
C (a) 


black-and-white prints 
colour prints 
|. colour transparencies 


| as listed below 


| Trade processed 
| processed at home 


(FOR TRANSPARENCIES OR COLOUR PRINTS ONLY) 
Also enclosed is return postage and packing 


(Please cross out whatever does not apply) 


FOR OFFICE USE 


No. Section 


Award Return 
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ceding publication. 


Smal! 
received (with. remittance) by the first day of the month pre- 


Advertisements must be 


The charge is 6d. a word (minimum 6s.). 


Editorial Office: Тос Н, 47 Francis Street, London, S.W.1. 


HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 


RUGES. Toc H parties and indi- 

vidual visitors to this lovely 

city arc offered good accommodation 

and а warm welcome at HOTEL 

JACOBS Early booking advised. 

Write М. Lietaert, Hotel Jacobs, 
1 Baliestraat, Bruges. Belgium. 


OOK NOW for "Britain's Best 
Climate" (town claim). This 
favoured winter resort naturally has 
а longer better summer season also. 
This small friendly hotel used by 
readers at modest prices is іп pre- 
mier position facing full south; own 
beach hut. Breakfast in bed (free 
service in winter). 
welcome. Central heating іп bed- 
rooms (no slot meters necessary). 
Winter from 6 ens. Summer from 
7 pns inclusive. Twin beds Т.У 
and other lounges. Write for illustra- 


Convalescents 


ted Brochure —Normanhurst, Sea- 
front. St. Leonards-on-Sea, Sussex. 
Phone 4784 


АЈАС 


ELECTRIC BLANKET 


Warmth with Safety — 
Specially woven tunnel fabric 


£3-§- A INC. TAX & 


POSTAGE 
Size 48" x 33" — 75 watts 
(Costs about 14. a week) 


GUARANTEED 
BRITISH MADE 


Cash with order to :- 


AJAG ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS 


Morley Road, Llandudno. 
nouum mmu uw 


NOKKE, BELGIUM, for golden 
sands, bathing, sand-yachting, 
sports and entertainments. Within 
easy reach of the famed Cities of 
Art. Moderate-priced, modern hotel, 
excellent meals. English spoken, 
highly recommended. For details 
write to Mr. Georges Lietaert, Hotel 
Britannique, 31. Avenue van Bunnen, 
Knokke. Belgium 
Y?7NVELOPES. Good quality cream 
1-2 ]aid, 41x41, with Toc Н crest on 
flap 3s. per 100, direct from Toc H 
Publications Dept. 
XA/HERE TOC H MEETS— 
"Y Attractive display cards. New 


detign in black, white and amber, 
with space for Branch details. 
3 far 15. 6d. from Toc Н Pubi- 
cations Dept. 

A Welsh 

Coxswain 


YOUR 
TRIBUTE 


ys 


By sending a donation you are pay- 
ing your own tribute to the bravery 
of the life-boat crews. The service 
depends entirely on voluntary 
contributions to carry on its work. 


ROYAL NATIONAL 


LIFE-BOAT INSTITUTION 


42, GROSVENOR GARDENS 


LONDON, S.W.l 


Treasurer: 


His Grace The Duke of Northumberland 


Secretary: 


Col. A. D. Burnett Brown, о. в.Е., M.C. T.D., м.а. 
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on Loneliness, several members ба” 


М, ё. Ғы i E^ to break down the walls 


HIC surround many ЕНЕ! 


үште етің met fad б by Joshua 


does not ‘always wor against Nese barriers, 


although in time some breaches may occur. 


lj the Winter п Эрг Ф Ned Fail 

We 844 of "En атпа ДЕ pds Bf people 
is tackled, together with articles on education 
and personal relationships, making this 


a most interesting number. 


Published quarterly at 4s. 6d. per annum from 


TOC H PUBLICATIONS 
47 FRANCIS STREET, LONDON, S.W.1 


